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Some forty-five years have passed since the international community, driven by a
sense of the common good, first set out its ambition to conserve the world’s most
exceptional places from one generation to the next. Throughout my life, I have
witnessed many national and global efforts to protect and cherish our shared natural
and cultural heritage, for the benefit of all mankind and all Nature.

In this context, it is therefore particularly heartening that almost every country in the
world has endorsed the World Heritage Convention. Realizing the world's aspirations
in this area can only be achieved if every country and society participates in this
shared project.

However, notwithstanding this high level of collective agreement and all the efforts
we have witnessed over recent decades, it remains tragically the case that many of the
world's natural World Heritage sites remain in chronic danger of losing their
outstanding values and therefore their integrity.

This LLU.C.N. report describes the troubling reality faced by so many sites, whether as
a result of poaching, unsustainable tourism or conflict. These challenges on the
ground are only likely to increase and are indeed set to be further compounded by
climate change. The report demonstrates that climate change is in actual fact
becoming regarded as the fastest growing threat, its impacts already visible in many of
the sites.

This combination of threats to some of our most cherished places should surely
prompt us to do a great deal more to secure the future of natural World Heritage sites,
the finest treasures of Nature that we are duty bound to protect with care and attention.
I would have thought it was, above all, our collective responsibility — falling to
governments, businesses, conservation organizations and local communities — to
ensure that these natural World Heritage sites exist and flourish in perpetuity? We
are, after all, the stewards and the custodians of the world we wish to bequeath to our
children and grandchildren...



Happily, the I.U.C.N. World Heritage Outlook, while drawing attention to the risks we
face, and to where action is most needed, also provides plentiful illustration of the
positive incentives to act, as well as to the multiple benefits of investment and due
attention being paid to natural World Heritage sites. I am particularly struck by the
livelihoods, job opportunities and other economic benefits that well-managed natural
World Heritage sites generate for often vulnerable and disadvantaged local
communities.

In summary, it seems to me that if we are to fulfil our collective commitment towards
the protection of the planet's most vital and valuable natural World Heritage sites, we
must redouble our efforts to create a coalition of concern and action capable of
delivering a brighter outlook. Simultaneously, the report also highlights the incredibly
urgent need to expedite the global response to climate change, given the scale of the
systemic threat it poses to these sites.

Across these efforts, it is clear that our actions today must give substance to, and
fulfil, the promise made almost half a century ago to future generations. I can only
hope this Outlook will have a lasting and decisive impact in generating greater
concern, and above all action, in support of these precious places.
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